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• Extreme sargassum inundation events 
started in PR in 2015

• That same year the PR DNER 
published the first version of the 
Management Protocol

• Extreme inundations events were 
reported again in 2018 and 2021

• In 2023 we publish the revised and 
expanded version of the protocol, 
along with management and 
monitoring strategies



• Revised protocol focused on legal 
aspects and an event management 
framework

• Report-Evaluation-Management action

• Site evaluations are qualitative and 
based on 3 criteria (management 
capacity is an important factor)

• Each evaluation establishes a 
“condition” for which a management 
action is predetermined



• A numeric value is assigned to each 
criteria to aid in the determination of 
the condition

• We have field tested this approach 
with different observers and acquired 
congruent results

• Extreme or near extreme cases are 
given management and monitoring 
priority



• Sugested 
management actions 
are proposed for 
each condition

• We differentiate 
between inundation 
events  on sandy 
beaches or shallow 
bays 



• Extreme sargassum inundation events in 
sensitive or important areas are given 
particular attention

• A shorter, specific management approach is 
developed and written for these area

• Laguna Grande-Las Croabas, Fajardo PR



WE SUGGEST ADDITIONAL METHODOLOGIES
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PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR FURTHER 
DISCUSSION!

Ricardo Colón Rivera, PhD
Technical Advisor and Natural Protected Area 
Management Officer

rcolon@drna.pr.gov


